
MINUTES  
of the Feng Shui Society Executive Committee 

30th March 2017 
Venue 
Shoreditch Meeting Rooms 
Zetland House, 5 – 25 Scrutton Street 
London EC2A 4HJ 
 
Attending         Start Time: 2.15pm 
Chair - Simon Brown     Finish Time: 5.30pm 
Treasurer – Chrissie Parker 
Secretary – Vicky Sweetlove 
Howard Choy (on skype)       
Ruth Phypers 
Liz Wells (who took minutes) 
Gabriella Galbenus 
 

1. Apologies for Absence 
Brenda Martin, due to personal reasons, has resigned from the FSS Executive Committee 

 
2. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the last committee meeting – 16.2.17 

No.4   Complaints received concerning Jan Cisek – as agreed at the last meeting the ethics 
committee, comprising of Ruth Phypers and Liz Wells, with Simon Brown, chairman, having 
the overall decision, compiled a report that had been presented to all committee members 
prior to this meeting.  It was agreed that Jan be shown the report and asked for his 
response within four weeks from the date of the report being sent.  Liz agreed to do this. 

 
3. Possible co-option of new committee member 

Gabriella Galbenus was proposed by Ruth and seconded by Simon as a new committee 
member.  Howard, Ruth and Liz voted for the proposal and Chrissie and Vicky abstained.  
The constitution requires a two thirds majority and without this, it was unanimously agreed 
that Gabriella would join as a ‘non-voting’ member of the committee until the AGM and it will 
be in this capacity that she will be listed on the FSS website    

 
4. Chairman’s Report - Simon had nothing to report at the moment 

 
5. Treasurer’s report - Chrissie gave a full and comprehensive report to the committee and 

this is attached to these minutes.  However, the following points were made 
• A new bank mandate has been made by the three officers with HSBC which will 

come into operation at the beginning of April 2017 
• The PayPal account has now come into the control of the Treasurer 
• The accounts of the FS Society have not been fully audited for the last few years – 

this is strictly against the Constitution.  An accountant will need to be appointed at 
the next AGM and it is hoped to have the accounts for 2016 fully audited. 

• Committee member’s future expenses will need to have receipts attached to claims 
• FSS Insurance policy and details have yet to be ratified 
• Membership subscriptions need to be updated 

 
6. FSS Website 

Simon and Ruth will be contacting Richard Walker, 7internet, with a list of current website 
problems to be sorted out in the short term.   
It was pointed out that if everyone has access to their own bios then it becomes much 
easier for the website to be hacked.  It was suggested that the system set up at the last 
committee meeting should remain the same i.e. individual consultants should send their 



bios to Ruth and she will implement their changes on the website, certainly until the 
consultant’s meeting on 22nd April 2017.  This was agreed. 
Ruth reported that the current website was slow and difficult to use – she recommended 
that the committee/FSS should consider introducing a new web site.  It was agreed that she 
and Simon would lead the hour’s slot at the consultant’s meeting to elicit the needs and 
wishes of member’s with regard to the website - these would be discussed and considered.  
Until these were known it would be impossible to ask for price quotes from website 
designers. After the meeting, web site designers would be approached and quotations 
would then be considered and sent out to members prior to the AGM 

 
7. Consultant’s Meeting – 22nd April 2017 

Committee members asked to arrive at venue at 10.15am 
Foon is bringing the two banners that belong to the FSS so that we at least have some 
identification for our meeting 
Vicky will have a list of attendees 
a) Website – led by Simon and Ruth.  Prior to the meeting, they will send out links to other 

websites for FSS members to look at  - this will help in compiling consultant 
requirements for a new website 

b) History of Feng Shui – led by Howard  
c) Definition of Feng Shui – led by Howard - then possibly forming smaller groups for 

further detailed discussion.  Findings would be ongoing 
d) Greater Success for Feng Shui consultants – Simon and Ruth to lead – smaller groups 

looking at various issues e.g. social media, networking (Gabriella is unable to attend but 
hopefully will present the committee with some suggestions for this particular area), 
creating USP, mission statements etc.  Invite members to lead within the groups and 
also to take notes for distribution to absent members.  
 

8. FSS 21st Conference and AGM – 10th June 2017 
Conference, Day 1 - Gabriella and Vicky presented their suggestions for speakers, timings 
and order for the Conference.  Simon suggested that the first speaker should be one that 
would give a talk that would appeal to as wider audience as possible, to draw in members 
of the public interested in FS.   
Still waiting for bios and talks from one or two speakers.  Order of presentation to be 
finalised.  Gabriella to complete the leaflet 
Dinner on Sat evening - Vicky – venue, price etc.  She will look into this. 
Day 2 Sunday – speakers known, but format and price still to be finalised 
AGM – Simon proposed that the current constitution that allowed only 8 executive 
committee members should be put to the AGM to allow for 10 committee members. He felt 
that there too much work for only 8 committee members to undertake.  This suggestion was 
agreed to by 6 with 1 abstention. 

 
9. Events with Chinese Society for Environmental Science 

Gabriella reported that she had met a Chinese woman who organised cultural exchanges 
with the UK.  She wanted our FSS members to meet up with members of her group in 
different cities to discuss how we used Feng Shui in the UK.  One or two committee 
members were sceptical of the reasons behind this suggestion.  Because of the pressure of 
other FSS commitments at the moment, it was decided to leave this for the time being.  
Gabriella is to send committee members details of their web site. 
 

10. Roles of committee members 
Future accreditation to be carried out by Howard, Vicky – being aware that students cannot 
be accredited by their mentor. 

      11. AOB – none 
 
Date for the Next Committee Meeting:  11th May 2017,  1.00 – 5.00pm  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Simon G. Brown
Chair


