
MINUTES  
of the Feng Shui Society Executive Committee 

17th July 2017 
Venue 
Room 224, 43 Gordon Square, 
Kings Cross, London WC1H 0PD 
 
Attending         Start Time: 1.15pm 
Chair - Simon Brown     Finish Time: 5.00pm 
Treasurer – Chrissie Parker 
Secretary – Elizabeth Wells 
Edel Cleary 
Carol Hession 
Sue Holmes 
Vicky Sweetlove 
 

1. Apologies for Absence 
None 

 
2. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the last committee meeting – 11th May 2017 

- Membership – Michael Oon, Nikki Sellers and Kate Burns (changing her name to Blyth) 
have now all sent in their correct documentation and are full members 

- Ethics – Jan Cisek – has withdrawn his complaints following on from the AGM 
 

3. Chairman’s Report 
Simon welcomed the new committee, especially the new members. A new start will enable 
the Society to put the difficulties of the past behind and move forward in a positive manner.  
Important to remember that the committee represents the whole membership.  To achieve 
good results the committee needs open and healthy discussions but also being aware that 
confidentiality is essential, including texts, emails etc. 

 
4. Treasurer’s Report 

Chrissie introduced the committee to ‘Accounts Portal’, a package that made it easier to 
access the Societies accounts throughout the year and especially to download the whole 
accounts at the end of the year. 
The 2017 Conference made a loss overall this year but this result was only to be expected 
considering the short time available for speakers and advertising.  A different method of 
booking for the event might be considered for the 2018 conference e.g. Eventbrite, 
Bookwhen.  Chrissie expressed her thanks on behalf of the committee to Vicky who had 
carried out most of the organisation. 
Membership fees for the Society were due in at the end of August 

 
5. Secretary’s Report  

Liz confirmed that signed minutes would be stored both electronically and in hard copy. 
She asked how individuals wished to be referred to in the minutes and it was agreed to use 
first names.  She also asked if 
- when sending out documents, individuals could confirm receipt. 
- Committee members could use just one email address for committee communications 
 

6. Committee member roles 
Membership Secretary – would involve sending out reminders to all members to include 
current fee, CPD information and insurance (see no 10 for further information).  Edel 
agreed to take on this role. 



Accredition and Ethics – Carol agreed to take on this role, however other committee and 
society members would be asked to help as and when necessary 
Website/Marketing/ Media etc – Sue agreed to take on the role as ‘gatekeeper’ for the 
Society.  She would have direct communication between the Society, committee and the 
web site host but would copy in the Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary. 
Clear guidelines would be drawn up for each of these roles in the next few months. 

 
7. New committee member in place after Michael Oon’s resignation 

In order to give more credibility to the Society, Simon suggested that the new member 
could be responsible for helping members write papers that could be reviewed and 
published on the Societies web site.  These could then be used by professional bodies such 
as architects and other commercial enterprises. After discussion, he suggested that Joao 
Borges would be an appropriate member to invite to take up this role.  This was 
unanimously agreed and Simon would send him the invitation. 

 
8. Ethics of the Executive Committee 

It was reported that Jonathan Bennett had received a threatening letter about his previous 
expenditure as Treasurer on Sunday and this had been sent via Simon to the committee.  
After discussion, it was agreed that Chrissie would obtain legal advice as to the way the 
committee should deal with this matter as members need to see that action has been taken. 
  

9. FSS new website and Social Media 
Specification for a new website had been sent out by Simon to five web site designers all of 
whom had been recommended by society members.  The estimates received were then 
sent out to the committee prior to the committee meeting and these were now discussed 
thoroughly in detail.  
The final conclusion was that we should go with Gem Creative (GC).  This had been 
recommended by Simon because they had compiled a new website for a similar type of 
group to the FSS and it had worked well. 
It was suggested that GC should be asked to provide a revised quotation as the original 
estimate was not sufficiently detailed i.e. the one off price for the website design and the fee 
for hosting it in the future.  A target fee of £4,500 plus VAT was proposed for the first year 
as long as this amount did not compromise the quality of work.  
Our current website is hosted by Richard and maintained by Martin. 
Vicky suggested that Martin’s services should be cancelled and that GC could take over our 
current website i.e. updates and emails and this was agreed.  Simon would approach the 
web site designer. 
Once this was in place, Sue would undertake the link role with Vicky offering to understudy 
her. 
Social Media – Facebook  
Sue to contact Foon and Gabriella asking them to remove the words ‘Feng Shui Society’ 
from their face book address and to confirm this to her 
Vicky to contact Jackie Tyrell and ask her to relinquish the administration rights over the 
FSS face book and give them to Sue 

 
10.  Membership 

Continuing Professional Development (CPD) 
New members to provide 30 points per year for 5 years 
Members of over 5years to provide 10 points 
Subscriptions 
Direct bank payment £55.00 per year 
Paypal payment  £57.50 per year 
Monthly payments deleted 
These amounts will be reviewed on a regular basis 
Membership for ‘Friends’ will be considered at the next committee meeting 



11.  Dates for future meetings 
Committee Meeting 19th September 2017 
Next Conference   19th May 2018 
Consultant’s meeting – probably in November – date to be decided.  Edel to send out 
survey to members regarding content and date 

 
12. AOB –  

Global Feng Shui Alliance – to be discussed at the September meeting 
 
Date for the Next Committee Meeting:  19th September 2017,  1.00 – 5.00pm  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Simon G. Brown
Chair


