
MINUTES 
16th February 2017 

Venue 
Shoreditch Meeting Rooms 
Zetland House, 5 – 25 Scrutton Street 
London EC2A 4HJ 
 
Attending         Absent 
Chair - Simon Brown     Treasurer – Chrissie Parker 
Howard Choy      Secretary – Vicky Sweetlove 
Brenda Martin 
Ruth Phypers 
Liz Wells (who took minutes) 
Jonathan Bennet (not an executive member but  
attended this meeting to ensure a smooth transition) 
  
Start Time: 2.25pm 
Finish Time: 5.30pm 
 
 

1. Meet and introductions 
Simon, chair, asked each member to introduced themselves as and when they arrived.  The 
meeting started 55mins late due to the late arrival of Howard Choy  

 
2. Agree record keeping  

As the Secretary, Vicky Sweetlove, was out of the country, Liz Wells agreed to take the 
minutes 

 
3. Simon, Howard, Liz and Brenda to co-opt Ruth and Gabriella onto the committee 

Full consensus voted for Ruth to be co-opted onto the committee. 
Gabriella Galbenus decided at the last minute not to join or be co-opted onto the 
committee.   

 
4. Reinstate Jan and Jackie as consultant members 

It was agreed that both Jan and Jackie should be re-instated immediately as members and 
their contact details etc would be displayed on the website.   
The rest of this paragraph has been redacted to protect the identity of people discussed in 
reference to a personal complaint. The complaint was later dropped and no further action 
taken 

5. Explore short and long term options for running the website  
As Ruth has been working with websites for many years and is fully cognisant with ‘Word 
Press’, it was agreed that she would take over the FSS website in the short term.  In the 
long term, having already looked at the website closely, Ruth recommended it required a 
total update that would allow complete social media strategy to be part of it.  Proposals 
would be made for consultant members to make comments, suggestions and 
recommendations, hopefully to be completed by the Conference in April.  This would then 
be followed up by asking for 3 separate quotations from web site companies 

 
6. Discuss and agree a means for members to update their bios 

Much concern had been expressed by members about the tampering of their biography text 
within the FSS website and problems with their links.  Therefore, this weekend, consultants  
would be requested to review their biography text on the website and submit any changes 
to Ruth in order that she could download them onto the website.  She would also check that 



no unsubstantiated claims had been made in them.  New passwords would restrict those 
who had access to the website.   

 
7. Discuss and agree a process to verify members email links are active and if not 

repair the site 
At the same time as reviewing their biography text, members would be asked check their 
email addresses, telephone numbers and website address.  Also to test their own email 
links on the website and to send any changes to be made back to Ruth 
 

8. Treasurer’s report  
This was prepared by Chrissie Parker (current treasurer) and emailed through due to her 
absence abroad.     In addition, Jonathan confirmed that as well as the Paypal and current 
account, there was also a deposit account with HSBC and he thought there was around 
£24,000 in it.  He has handed in all passwords and documents connected to banking and 
finance to Couchmans Solicitors.   
 

9. Explore the possibility of hosting a conference of all members in March/April where 
we seek to find consensus on various issues of concern within the society 
The date of Saturday, 22nd April 2017 was set for this proposed conference.  To encourage 
consultants to come from all parts of the UK, it was suggested that reasonable travel 
expenses would be paid to consultants as well as providing a quality lunch for them.  Points 
for the Agenda would be considered between now and finalised at the next committee 
meeting.   This was unanimously agreed 

 
10. Explore ways and means of reconnecting with the members and better 

understanding their wishes for the society. 
Simon suggested that groups should be set up to compile e.g. 

• A short history of Feng Shui to include both Classical and Modern/New Age Feng 
Shui 

• To find evidence to back up Feng Shui recommendations to give them scientific 
validation eg. Colours, plants etc 

 
11. Set objectives for the executive from now until the AGM 

Previous points above have covered the most pressing and important objectives but this will 
be discussed more fully at the next committee meeting 

 
12. AOB 

• Jonathan suggested that the FSS should consider becoming a ‘Limited Liability 
Company’ as there are many benefits in taking this action.  He was asked to 
summarise these and put together a proposal that could be circulated amongst 
members for their consideration 

• Brenda raised an issue of a complaint that had been made against a member by a 
client.  She was asked to contact the client and explain the situation.  She would 
then give the complaint to the member for their written submission.  Hopefully a 
resolution would then be found but if not, then the member would be encouraged to 
return the fee to the client. 

 
Date for the next Committee Meeting 
Thursday, 30th March 2017 

Simon G. Brown
Chair


